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insufficiency or defectivcness is a justification of so de-
cided a step. The direct effect of evidence is to create
a presumption, according to its strength, in favour of
the fact attested; it does not appear how it can create
a presumption the other way. The real explanation
of this mode of writing certainly must be, that the
writer takes it for granted that all miraculous ac-
counts are already in a manner self-condemned, as
being miraculous, till they are proved; and that
evidence offered for them, which does not amount tp
a proof, is but involved in that existing prejudice.
There is no medium then; the testimony must either
prevail or be scouted ; it is certainly a fraud, if it is
not an overpowering demonstration.

73. But the author in question scarcely leaves us in
doubt of his meaning, when he avails himself of the
following maxim of Dr. Middleton's : " I have already
observed," he says, "that the testimony supporting
[miracles] must be free from every suspicion of fraud
and imposture. And the reason is this : the history
of miracles (to make use of the words of an author,
whose authority you will think of some weight) is of
a kind totally different from that of common events ;
the one to be suspected always of course without the
strongest evidence to confirm it; the other to be ad-
mitted of course without as strong reason to suspect'
it So that, wherever the evidence urged for miracles
leaves grounds for a suspicion of fraud and imposition.